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Brandy Station and Cedar Mountain State Park Alliance transitions into
the Friends of Culpeper Battlefields
View of the Blue Ridge Mountains from the top of Fleetwood Hill
There is good news on the effort to establish a state park in Culpeper County including land
on which the Civil War battles of Brandy Station (June 9, 1863), Kelly’s Ford (March 17,
1863), and Cedar Mountain (August 8, 1862) were fought. Earlier this year, the Virginia
General Assembly authorized the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation to
study a state park in Culpeper County and report back to the legislature by October 2021.
Advocacy for a state park will continue as the Brandy Station & Cedar Mountain Park
Alliance transitions into the Friends of Culpeper Battlefields. A state park would provide
the Commonwealth with a unique opportunity to showcase our shared history, increase
tourism, and promote outdoor recreation in a region currently underserved by the Virginia

state park system. The coalition includes the American Battlefield Trust, the Brandy Station
Foundation, the Friends of Cedar Mountain Battlefield, the Museum of Culpeper History,
the Piedmont Environmental Council, and the Culpeper Department of Tourism. The
Friends of Culpeper Battlefields also plans long-term support for battlefield-focused
preservation, stewardship, and historic tourism.
Together, the American Battlefield Trust and the Brandy Station Foundation have acquired
and preserved about 1,400 acres across the Brandy Station and Cedar Mountain battlefields.
Open space and opportunities for outdoor recreation abound here, augmented by the
battlefields' close proximity to the Rappahannock and Rapidan Rivers. Please visit
culpeperbattlefields.org or find Friends of Culpeper Battlefields on Facebook.
Read more about the Friends of Culpeper Battlefields in these two Culpeper Star Exponent
articles by Clint Schemmer:
https://www.starexponent.com/news/va-agency-studying-potential-creation-of-culpeper-state-p
ark/article_27f6d869-baf5-5fdc-b6b0-47f8cb80e729.html
https://www.starexponent.com/news/local-partners-form-group-to-advocate-for-save-culpeperbattlefields/article_0cf06220-1b6c-543b-a37e-1278724519e1.html
BSF President William Truitt is quoted in the article above called “Local partners from group
to advocate for and save Culpeper battlefields” as saying: “What happened at Brandy Station
and throughout Culpeper during the Civil War was a critical part of an altogether pivotal
chapter in our American story. The work of the Friends of Culpeper Battlefields is essential to
telling that story today.”

Jim (left) and Broadus Bowman read one of the markers on the Battle of Brandy Station’s
Fleetwood Hill walking trail during a visit in 2016. Broadus is the great grandson of Graffiti

House wall signer Sgt. Allen Bowman, Co. E, 12th VA Cavalry. Jim is the great grandson of
John W. Bowman of the 12th VA Cavalry, Allen Bowman’s brother.

President’s Corner
I hope everyone is doing well. In light of the current situation, the Graffiti House
remains closed until further notice. However, after speaking with Paige Read, who is
the Culpeper Tourism Director, she believes that there is a possibility of museums
and historic venues in the area being allowed to open in mid-June. I will certainly
update everyone when I receive the information regarding re=opening the Graffiti
House.
On May 6th, BSF volunteer Bob Gilbert, Board member Kim Lillard, and I filmed a
live Facebook event highlighting some of the graffiti at the Graffiti House. This was
in conjunction with the Northern Virginia Graffiti Trail “Graffiti, Grub, and Go”
Facebook series that took place over a five week period in April and May. Don’t
worry if you missed these events. They can be viewed on Facebook by searching for
“Graffiti, Grub, and Go”. At last check, we had over 3500 views on the Facebook
site for the series.
Also, it is exciting to know that the Brandy Station Cedar Mountain state park
initiative has gained more traction with the state legislature; please check the link
for the recent Culpeper Star Exponent article regarding the latest update.. Please
stay safe and I’m looking forward to the time when all of us can be together for the
Annual Meeting (date to be announced in the future).
Best regards,

William Truitt, President, Brandy Station Foundation

Give Local Piedmont’s Annual Day of Giving, May 5, 2020
Give Local Piedmont’s annual Day of Giving was May 5, 2020. Give Local Piedmont
inspired community members to give generously to the nonprofit organizations that are
making our region stronger. The Brandy Station Foundation is grateful for the donations
received during the 2020 Give Local Piedmont Fundraiser.

2020 Sunday Seminar Series at the Graffiti House

The Brandy Station Foundation 2020 Sunday lecture series was scheduled to begin in April
this year. However, because of the coronavirus, the series has been on hold. The lectures
are normally held on the last Sunday of the months April through September and begin at
2:00 PM. Everyone is welcome, the lectures are free (although donations are welcome)
Please continue to check the BSF website www.brandystationfoundation.com to see if
we will be able to hold these lectures:
Sunday, June 28, 2020, 2 PM William Connery: “Civil War in Northern Virginia” During
the Civil War, Northern Virginia became a no-man’s land between Yankee and
Rebel armies. Some citizens joined Confederate forces, while others stayed to face
uncertainty.
Sunday, July 26, 2020 2 PM Codie Eash: No Room for Rebels': The Story of Gettysburg's
First Confederate Monument. Mr. Eash’s website is https://www.codieeashwrites.com/
Sunday, August 30, 2020, 2 PM Gene Schmiel: “Citizen-General: Jacob Dolson Cox and
the Civil War Era”. The wrenching events of the Civil War unexpectedly called men to lead
fellow citizens; Cox is recognized as one of the Union's best “citizen
generals.” Mr. Schmiel is the author of "Citizen-General: Jacob Dolson Cox and the Civil
War Era," published in 2014 by Ohio University Press. His website
is https://civilwarhistory-geneschmiel.com/

Graffiti, Grub, and Go

BSF volunteer Bob Gilbert (left) and BSF President William Truitt ready for the camera on
May 6, 2020 for Graffiti, Grub,,and Go

With many historic places temporarily closed due to the coronavirus, a series of virtual
tours featuring Civil War graffiti was the focus of a Facebook Live series called Graffiti,
Grub, and Go in cooperation with our friends on the Northern Virginia Civil War Graffiti
Trail. Civil War Trails® co-sponsored this series and a special thank you goes to to Drew
Gruber from that organization. President William Truitt, Board member Kim Lillard, tour
guide Bob Gilbert, and BSF Volunteer Coordinator Cindy Welch worked together to
provide a virtual tour at the Graffiti House on May 6th. Kim was the videographer; William
and Bob were the virtual host and guide, and Cindy was “mission control” in terms of
fielding questions and comments on Facebook.
The idea is to enjoy a virtual tour of graffiti while having your ‘grub” at lunch-time. After
learning about the sites, viewers may then consider a post-COVID road trip to see these
sites and their graffiti in person. Historic Blenheim in the City of Fairfax (owned and
operated by the City of Fairfax), Ben Lomond Historic Site in Manassas (operated by
Prince William County Historic Preservation Division), Liberia House in Manassas, and
Mt. Zion Historic Park in Aldie (operated by the Northern Virginia Regional Park
Authority) also participated in this series. The Old Court House Civll War Museum is
another site on the Trail.

June 6th Spotlight
Portrait of Virginia Governor Charles T. O'Ferrall [circa 1898]

June 9, 2020 marks the 157th anniversary of the Battle of Brandy Station, In
conjunction with the anniversary, we can revisit the meeting between two officers—one
Confederate and one Union—on the day after the Battle of Brandy Station. The
Confederate officer is Captain Charles O’Ferrall, 12th Virginia Cavalry. O’Ferrall
received a law degree after the war and eventually became the Governor of Virginia
from 1894-1898. The identity of the Union soldier is unknown. This encounter is
detailed in BSF Past President Joe McKinney’s Brandy Station Driving Tour &
Battlefield Guide:
Captain Charles O’Ferrall, 12th Virginia Cavalry and later governor of Virginia,
recalled that on the day after the battle he visited his wounded men in a hospital—
perhaps the Stone Building — at Brandy. While there, O’Ferrall was accosted by a
wounded Union officer, whom, during the flighting on Fleetwood, O’Ferrall had shot
and then struck on the head with his pistol barrel. The wounded Yankee had grabbed
O’Ferrall’s coat sleeve. In the hospital, the Union officer castigated O’Ferrall for the
ungentlemanly act of striking a wounded man. He also complained that his watch had
been stolen as he lay helpless on the field.
O’Ferrall’s autobiography, Forty Years of Active Service (New York: Neale, 1904), is
referenced in Joe’s book Brandy Station, Virginia, June 9, 1863: The Largest Cavalry
Battle of the Civil War. Charles O’Ferrall wrote about his encounter with the Union
officer in detail is his autobiography. The respect he feels for his adversaries seems
evident as O”Ferrall recalled the June 9th Battle of Brandy Station and its aftermath:
It was a drawn battle—neither had a victory, neither could claim any decided
advantage. Both sides won trophies for gallantry and courage; each had proved itself
worthy of the other’s steel…
While the battle was raging the hottest I wounded a Federal officer who was leading
his men in magnificent style. He fell from his horse, and being very close to me, in
falling he caught me by the coat and clinging to it came very near pulling me from my
saddle. I tried to break his hold and get rid of him, but he held my coat in a vise; finally
I tapped him on his head with the butt of my pistol and he dropped to the ground. That
night I heard in camp a certain member of my company had a fine gold watch which he
had taken from the pocket of a dead Federal cavalryman after the battle…
The Confederate wounded and Federal wounded who had been left on the field were
carried to Brandy Station where there were some large buildings built of plank…
On the morning of the 10th, I rode to the station to look after the wounded of my own
squadron. After I had seen them and done all I could for their comfort, and was about
to leave the hospital, an attendant told me that a wounded Federal officer at the other
end of the building wanted to see me. Going with the attendant, he conducted me to a
cot of soldier who had a bandage around his head. As I approached him he raised

himself slightly on his elbow and said “I understand you are the man who shot me
yesterday, and then after wounding and disabling me, hit me on the head with your
pistol.”
I answered “Yes, I reckon I am the man.” To which he replied, “Well, I just wanted to
tell you that the shooting was all right, but a brave man would not have hit me as you
did, after I was helpless.” I said “I only struck you when I failed to break your grip on
my coat. I had to get away from you or be killed or captured, with you hanging to me I
was helpless to defend or take care of myself, and as it was I barely made my escape.
You ought to be thankful that I did not shoot you again. I am sorry I had to hit you. Did
I hurt you much? I hope not, either by my shot or blow.”
[The wounded Federal officer then complained that his watch—a gift from his father—had
been “jerked” away from him on the battlefield as he tried to hang on to the watch chain.]

On my return to camp, I sent for my man who had the watch “taken from a dead
man”… I delivered the watch to the owner the same evening I recovered it. His entire
demeanor changed. He thanked me time and again for recovering his watch, repeatedly
begged me to pardon him for his harsh language in the morning; told me about his
wound, which while severe was not dangerous, and we parted, as he expressed it,
“good friends”. For many years I preserved his name and rank on a slip of paper upon
which he had written them, but I have lost the slip, and I am unable to recall either.
More information on O'Ferrall's encounter with the Union officer at Brandy station can be
found in the McKinney’s Brandy Station, Virginia, June 9, 1863: The Largest Cavalry Battle of
the Civil War, McKinney’s Brandy Station Driving Tour & Battlefield Guide and O’Ferrall’s
Forty Years of Active Service. The driving guide and McKinney's book are available for sale
from the Graffiti House Gift Shop. O'Ferrall's book can be downloaded from Google Books.
Brandy Station, Virginia, June 9, 1863: The Largest Cavalry Battle of the Civil War
(McKinney) and Forty Years of Active Service (O’Ferrall)) may also be purchased from
Amazon.
Editor’s end note. On May 27th, we reached the sobering milestone of 100,000 deaths in the
United States alone from the coronavirus in less than four months. I am touched by Charles
O’Ferrall’s discussion of grief and loss in war.
The following is again from hi autobiography, Forty Years of Active Service:

In peace, we lose friends and we mourn them and think of them and long for them for
months; but in war it is different. Comrades are constantly dropping out of the ranks,
constantly passing over the river, but there is such a whirl, events crowd upon each
other so fast and the fallen are so numerous, that a fresh wound to our feelings today
becomes an old wound tomorrow. Yet the soldier in war is every day a mourner, and
while he is gay and apparently happy, it is often an effort to drive away misery and
drown sorrow. I have seen a comrade weeping while preparing to attend a ball, and yet

be among the gayest of the gay in the mazes of the dance. I have seen a comrade bowed
one hour in the deepest distress, and then next hour engage in a horse-race, dance a
jig, or sing a funny camp song with exceeding gusto. It was to drive away grief, make
him forget his sorrow, if only for a brief period.
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The Brandy Station Foundation is a 501(c)-3 non-profit group dedicated to preserving the natural and

historic resources of the Brandy Station area of Culpeper County, Virginia. It relies on tax-deductible
donations to meet its goals. More information at: www.brandystationfoundation.com

