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“Beneath the Paint”: Civil War Graffiti Symposium
Conservators Chris Mills and Kirsten Travers Moffitt with former BSF President Bob
Luddy at the “Beneath the Paint: Civil War Graffti Symposium”
The symposium called “Beneath the Paint: Civl War Graffiti Symposium” was held on
November 2nd at the Historic Blenheim and the Civil War Interpretive Center in Fairfax
City. Former BSF President and current Brandy Station Foundation Advisory Board
member Bob Luddy was a presenter at the symposium after helping to plan the event with
representatives from the other sites on the Northern Virginia Graffiti Trail. Two of the
speakers were Kirsten Travers Moffitt and Chris Mills, who have both performed work for
the Brandy Station Foundations’s Graffiti House.
Chris Mills’ topic was “The Technical Side of Graffiti Recovery and Conservation.” Chris
started with a large company doing decorative painting work, for example at the
Eisenhower Executive Office Building in Washington, DC. This led to the investigative

process: how do you get through newer paint layers to get the information needed to
reproduce historic wall colors and patterns. The information gathering process with the
goal of conservation and replication includes the analysis of materials. Frank Welch of
Baltimore was a pioneer in the area of paint analysis. Paint chips can be examined under
the microscope in a lab to help determine which chemical and mechanical tools are
optimal. In addition, sections of a single room can change paints due to temperature,
humidity, and light exposure. Much depends as well on how the surface was prepared and
how the paint was initially applied.
With cracking plaster walls at the Graffiti House, Chris Mills had to consolidate the
plaster: not as exciting as revealing graffiti, but essential. He used sounding techniques to
indicate problems, since he could not easily access the back of the plaster walls.
Pre-drilling allowed him to locate the lathe at the areas of de-lamination. He then created
portholes for injecting a resin. He also inserted isopropyl alcohol to provide capillary action
for the resin. Chris would then allow the plaster to cure overnight before removing screws
and washers and filling the injection site.
Not all of the wall surfaces at the Graffiti House required using gels or strippers to get
down to the Civil War-era plaster. In the Michael Bowman room, for example, a lime wash
was applied to graffiti after the war. Chris was able to cleave off layers piece by piece using
a mechanical scalpel-type tool.
Chris acknowledged the work done at the Graffiti House by Kirsten Travers Moffitt. She
was the first conservator to work at the Graffiti House. Kirsten’s topic at the symposium
was “Uncovering Blenheim’s Graffiti”. In terms of technique, she discussed the
importance of minimizing the amount of chemicals that graffiti comes into contact with and
how methods of removal varies sometimes even from wall to wall in the same room. She
also talked about tracing uncovered graffiti on acetate and then scanning it into a computer.
Other presentations at the symposium were the “History of Civil War Graffiti” by Kim
O”Connell and “Multispectral Imaging Discoveries” by Andrea Loewenwarter. Andrea is a
historic resources specialist with the Office of Historic Resources in Fairfax City. They are
in a proof of concept phase exploring infrared multispectral views of graffiti on the walls of
the Blenheim House.

Holiday Open House: “Remembering an Old Time Christmas”
On Saturday, December 7th. the Brandy Station Foundation will hold it's Holiday Open
House : ”Remembering an Old Time Christmas" at the Graffiti House from 1:00 - 4:00
PM; featuring Santa Claus, dulcimer music, refreshments and our special feature will be a
children’s program designed to share family customs experienced in the 1800's. The
children will have the opportunity to make ornaments and put them on the Christmas tree
or take them home, learn the recipe for making "rock candy", create "tussie mussies", write
with a quill pen, learn the history of the Graffiti House, make paper fans, and learn popular
songs and the story of the "Night Before Christmas": all written in the 19th century.

The Graffiti House is located at 19484 Brandy Road in Brandy Station. All are welcome to
attend with no RSVP necessary and please mark your calendars for for music, food and
conviviality while meeting old friends and making new ones. For more information, please
visit www.brandystationfoundation.com or call the Graffiti House on weekends from
11AM-4PM at 540.727.7718.

Message from the President
Campsite on Hansbrough’s Ridge
Greetings Brandy Station Foundation members. We are winding up another activity-filled
year at the BSF. Marines based in Quantico continue to walk on the Brandy Station
battlefield for leadership training scenarios and then visit the Graffiti House. Phil Gibbons
is bringing another group of Marines to the Brandy Station battlefield in the near future.
Also, we have had the privilege of giving many group tours this year including: students
from Brumfield Elementary, Culpeper Christian School, Fauquier High School, Liberty
High School and Epiphany Catholic School as well as a tour bus of senior learners from
Roanoke College! We also had the Carter family bring out about 50 people to tour the
Graffiti House and the battlefields. Relatives of the Carter family can trace their ancestors
to soldiers who fought in the Battle of Brandy Station. The visit was planned around their
annual family reunion.
In addition, we have had several successful events such as: the LOVE event celebrating 50
years of “Virginia is for Lovers”, Voices from the Wall and Spirits of the Graffiti House.
Our Sunday Lecture Series of speakers was so well attended that we had standing room
only at most of the presentations!
Finally, Peggy Misch and Bob Luddy represented the BSF at the very successful 2019
Graffiti Symposium held at Blenheim in Fairfax City, Virginia. Recently, Matt George,
American Battlefield Trust gave nine very fortunate people from the BSF a private tour of

Hansbrough’s Ridge in the Stevensburg area of Culpeper County. The Civil War campsites,
still intact after 156 years, are a true treasure to see.
I extend a heartfelt “thank you” to all of our volunteers and members who have helped
make the Brandy Station Foundation the great success that it is. Best wishes for a
wonderful Holiday Season!

An Appreciation (by Bob Luddy)
B. B. and Page Mitchell - picture taken by Greg Mertz? Picture accompanied an article he
wrote for the January 1998 issue of Hallowed Ground
The October 26, 2019 issue of the Culpeper Star Exponent reported that Page Mitchell had
passed joining her husband, B. B. Mitchell, who had passed earlier in 2011. But it is
important that they not be forgotten for without their foresight, courage, and dedication,
little, if any, of the Brandy Station battlefield (and environs) that we see today would exist.
During the 1980’s, they had built their home on today’s Stuart Lane roughly 200 yards
north from the location of the Civil War “Miller House” on Fleetwood Hill. The picture
window in their living room directly looked out upon the crest of Fleetwood Hill which had
seen some of the most intense fighting during the battle. As visitors came by to visit the
battle site, it was not unusual to find Page and/or B. B. leading informal tours.
One day in late 1988, they received shocking news – a southern California developer had
purchased farmland located on the battlefield. Additional land purchases ensued with a
purpose (eventually revealed) to construct a formula 1 race car track. After attending
public meetings, Page (and B. B.) realized that the track when constructed would obliterate
the battlefield and when operational, bring in tourists capable of equaling 100,000 people a
race weekend. Page and B.B. realized that these activities would forever change to quality
of life for residents in eastern Culpeper County.
They were eventually contacted by preservationists who had defended the Manassas
battlefield from a recent development initiative and asked to participate in the defense of

Brandy Station. They enthusiastically agreed. In 1989 the Brandy Station Foundation was
formed with B.B. as President and Page as Secretary. Several other landowners also joined
to complete the Board of Directors. Operating from their residence on Fleetwood Hill, the
Mitchells quickly became the face of local resistance to the racetrack development.
The Mitchells raised funds, conducted myriad battlefield tours and helped personify the
face of Brandy Station battlefield preservation. Their efforts were applauded by some and
castigated by others. However, the Mitchells hung tough and eventually the strategy of
litigation to forestall development bought enough time for the Association of Battlefield
Sites in 1996 to purchase large sections of the battlefield and end the threat of widespread
development.
Today the Brandy Station battlefield has been saved. The Mitchells were not alone in their
efforts to save the battlefield, but they became a very visible face for preservation of the
battlefield – especially in Culpeper County. We should never forget their sacrifice,
perseverance and courage to do what they knew to be right.

School and College Tours
(With reports from Paula Johnson and Cindy Welch, Volunteer Coordinator)

The BSF hosted a group of 20 students and chaperones from Culpeper Christian School
on October 18th. They were greeted with a signal flag demonstration performed by Bob
Gilbert and young BSF volunteers Bryan and Ben. This included a demonstration of a
decoder wheel (made for us by Julie Holtzer) and how the flags eventually became part
of our current day weather service. The group toured the Graffiti House and discussed
medicinal ailments and practices during the Civil War that had been researched and
presented by Bob Gilbert. Much thanks to Virginia Morton who came out to tell the
students about the Pelham Monument and then take them to see the battlefield. We had
a few students want to research their ancestry so they can write their name on our Hall
of Honor!

Our BIG SURPRISE of that day was a tour bus of Senior Learners from Roanoke
College that were visiting battlefields in the area and saw that we were open! They were
very excited to come in and see the Graffiti House. That impromptu addition to our day
was a real joy.

Fourteen 8th grade students toured the Graffiti House on Wednesday, October 30th. with
their teacher and chaperone from the Culpeper Epiphany Catholic School. The tour began
at 9:30 when they had a battlefield tour on Fleetwood Hill and at the St. James Church site
given by Don Carlson. When they returned, Anne Howard talked about the herbs and their
uses during the war and provided a lavender leaf to smell. It was used in soldier's clothing
to smell; helping with calmness and as an insect repellant. After lunch, BSF volunteers Ben
and Bryan gave the signal flag demonstration that was used on high places including Mt.
Pony to send messages. Then they demonstrated the use of the cypher that coordinated with
the signals. The students listened as Paula Johnson explained types of clothing used in the
1860's and as she told stories about spies in the war; especially of area interest was the spy
Frank Stringfellow. After the war, he became the chaplain of the Woodberry Forest School
in nearby Madison County. Filled with history, the students travelled home by the route so
many soldiers walked or rode many years before.

“Voices from the Walls”
The Graffiti House history came alive on Saturday, October 26th with reenactors and
volunteers providing "voices" to the graffiti drawn on the walls. Visitors were treated to a
return of the 1860's seeing and hearing about people that had left a drawing, a phrase, or a
comment that had been drawn with pencil or charcoal. JEB Stuart was there to tell about
his leadership on the battlefield along with a sutler telling about selling his wares to the
soldiers. The "dancing lady" jumped down from the wall and said she was not dancing but
trying to keep her dress from getting in the mud as she came to visit the camp. General

Meade talked about the Union Army's winter encampment from November 1863 until May
1864. In the hospital room, a "doctor" and a "nurse" provided information about what was
happening to the injured and how they would be cared for during their stay.

“Spirits of the Graffiti House”
Jayne Ramirez (left) and Amy Warmack of Culpeper Paranormal Investigations

On October 26th, the Graffiti House once again was the site of the annual “Spirits of the
Graffiti House” event with the community. With yet another great turnout of about 200
people, Culpeper Paranormal Investigations hosted the night. Team members Kim Lillard,
Paul Warmack, Amy Warmack, and Jayne Ramirez shared their collection of Paranormal
evidence/footage from various locations, as well as offered equipment
demonstrations. Graffiti House tours were given by Brandy Station Foundation and stories
were shared around a backyard bonfire.
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The Brandy Station Foundation is a 501(c)-3 non-profit group dedicated to preserving the natural and

historic resources of the Brandy Station area of Culpeper County, Virginia. It relies on tax-deductible
donations to meet its goals. More information at: www.brandystationfoundation.com

